February 12, 2015

The February 12, 2015 meeting of the Mansfield Township Environmental Commission was called to
order at 7:35 p.m. by Chair Ruth Pante, held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act of 1976.
Present were Ruth Pante, James McMekin, Elaine Drazek, Robert Jewel, Dawn Smith, Michael Misertino
and Township Committeeman Joseph Watters. Glenn Todd was excused. The meeting commenced
with a pledge of allegiance to the flag. Ms. Pante reported a call from James Moriarty who has moved
to Florida.

Mail

The NJ Audubon Society has applied for a Highlands Resource Area Determination regarding their
Anderson Road property for stream habitat improvement for aquatic species and river channel
restoration that consists of the enhancement and stabilization of the Musconetcong River. Commission
members had no comments.

Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor has applied for a wetlands permit on behalf of JCP&L covering multiple
properties, one of which is in Mansfield Township. This is a general permit covering the clearing of trees
and vegetative maintenance, repair and replacement activities. Commission members had no
comments.

Ms. Smith reported attending a NJ Conservation conference at which the speaker addressed this issue,
recommending approval of clearing to enhance some habitats. Forestry in NJ is “farms, forests and
rivers”.

On March 19, 2015 this Commission will host an Emerald Ash Borer education workshop; John
Cambridge will speak on the Ash Borer and other invasive species identified in NJ. This species will
probably have as much effect in NJ as the Gypsy Moth did many years ago. The infestation has been
identified as coming to NJ on fire wood that is purchased out of state. Mr. Watters will invite Jim
Matthews, a forester for the County.

Moth Night: Liberty Township is already working on a Moth Night event to be held in July. Mr.
McMekin will contact that committee for updates and information.

Earth Day: Ms. Drazek has little to report at this time. April 25 is a possible date; a seedling sale is
possible but payment for the seedlings will have to be determined; area identification is possible with
emphasis on protecting river banks from erosion; replanting along the river. Ms. Smith identified April
11 from 9 a.m. to noon as a Musconetcong River cleanup from Lake Hopatcong down to the Delaware
River; some areas have already been assigned.

Ms. Drazek reported soil erosion along Route 57 behind retail facilities touching the Musconetcong
River. Any efforts to correct should include assistance from the Musconetcong Watershed Association.



Ms. Smith suggested the Environmental Commission consider plans for 2015 and include categories such
as public education awareness, community efforts, etc. She has prepared a draft which includes roles
and responsibilities.

Mr. Watters reported construction at The Meadows on Rt. 57 (near NYK) will begin this year.

Grant: Grant requests are due by February 1. A Resolution is needed in which a dollar amount must be
included. Ms. Drazek will take this topic to the Land Use Board.

Minutes: Ms. Pante noted Glenn Todd’s name was omitted in the attendance list of the January
meeting. With that correction noted, Mr. Jewell MOVED to approve and accept the minutes of the
January 8, 2015 meeting, seconded by Ms. Smith. With an abstention by Mr. McMekin, all present were
in favor.

Mr. McMekin MOVED to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. at which time the meeting was turned over to the Green
Team.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth A. Pante
Next meeting date:
March 12, 2015



